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Issue 1 dated 02/10/2020 

These safety guidelines are very important, being put in place to allow Witney Town players to carefully restart 

shortmat play from 5th October 2020 and to ensure that you and other players are as safe as possible. 

Underlying Health Problems  

If you have any underlying health problems or you or a family member are showing any of the symptoms of Covid19 

such as coughs; headaches; mild fever, for your safety and for the safety of you friends and their families stay at 

home, we will see you when you're better.  

Before Play 

Booking. You are not allowed to play unless you book a session in advance by telephoning Simon Anstey on 07484 

649737 between 10.00am and 7.00pm. Supervised sessions will start at 10.00am, 11.30am, 1.30pm and 3.00pm on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Sessions will be for 1 hour at a time with a gap of 30 minutes between sessions 

for ventilation and cleaning.  

Arrival. Do not turn up earlier than 10 minutes before your booked session. 

Pavilion. Please note that the kitchen and changing rooms will remain closed. The disabled toilet will be available. 

Hands to be sanitised as per notice and dispenser provided by the toilet door. 

Spectators. None allowed.  

Signs. Follow any instructions and safety signs that are in place; they are there to ensure the best possible practice. 

Signs are located at the entrance gate, entrance door and inside the Pavilion. 

Seating. Please arrive dressed ready for play. A limited number of plastic chairs will be provided, please sanitise 

chairs before and after use, this is for yours and others safety. 

Cleaning. Centre Block, Fenders and Jacks will be cleaned before and after each session by the Session Supervisor 

and put in place; the centre block and jacks should only be touched and adjusted by using the sole of your shoe. 

Track and Trace. You must sign in on the attendance register or zap the QR code if you have the NHS app on your 

smart phone. Booking lists and attendance registers will be retained for 21 days to comply with track and trace 

procedures. 

Rink fees. No rink fees will be payable this winter. A collection box will be available if you wish to make a donation 

towards the cost of the heating and lighting. 

During Play 

Shortmats. There will be 2 shortmats in use, separated by a gap of 3m; they must not be moved. Foot Mats will not 

be used, the stance area will be marked out on each shortmat by white lines. 



Protective clothing. Face coverings are compulsory at all times; players may wear protective gloves if they wish. 

Play. Up to a maximum of 8 players per session, games will be any combination of singles and pairs. Triples and rinks 

play is not permitted at this time. There will be no league or friendly matches until further notice. 

Social Distancing. Players must exhibit best social distancing practice before arriving at, during and at the end of 

your visit to the Pavilion. Please read carefully the rules in the General Health Guidance section below.  Do not shake 

hands or make physical contact before, during or after your game. 

Supervision. A Session Supervisor will be on duty throughout the bowling schedule, you must adhere to their 

instructions at all times. Failure to do so will mean you will be asked to leave the session. 

Refreshments. None will be provided. 

Bowls. Do not share or touch any bowls or other equipment/paraphernalia belonging to other players i.e. 

pens/pencils/scorecards etc. Do not measure the bowls head. Remember that running heavy bowls are not to be 

stopped. 

All bowls touching or crossing the ditch line are classed as dead, whether or not they have touched the jack (no need 

for chalk). A jack in the ditch remains live, only bowls on the carpet are to be counted, a jack off the side is 2 points 

to the opposition. This practice alleviates the need to remove other players’ woods from the ditch during play. 

Scoring. Scoreboards will not be in use. If you wish to keep your scores, bring your own pens/pencils and 

paper/scorecards. 

General Health Guidance 

The following guidelines have been issued by the World Health Organisation, following these will substantially 

reduce the likelihood that you will contract the virus or become a carrier. 

 Stay at home and self-isolate even if you only have minor symptoms such as cough; headache; mild fever; if 

you need to leave the house, wear a face covering and avoid contact with others. 

 If you have a cough; fever or breathing difficulties, and feel you cannot cope at home, use the NHS 111 

helpline. 

 Regularly and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub to kill any viruses 

that may be on your hands. 

 Maintain a distance of at least 2 metres from other persons (social distancing) in case they, or you cough or 

sneeze spreading the virus through droplets. 

 Avoid crowding or crowded places where social distancing cannot be maintained. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, mouth, and nose; these are transfer points for the virus from your hands into the 

body. 

 Cover your mouth and nose if you sneeze, disposing of the tissue immediately, then clean your hands as 

above.  


