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I'd like to start the New Year with a big thank you to John Milsom for all his hard
work pulling together this fascinating history of our bowls club. Months of research,
talking to long time members and asking them to trawl their memory banks, has
resulted in a really interesting read (especially the historical problems with the
green!), and helps you realise how fortunate we are to have a club with such a rich
history, and with so much potential for the future. There are some copies still
available from John for £10.00 (sign up on the notice board or let me know) — we
may not make the Sunday Times Best Seller list but it’s a must read for anyone
interested in how WTBC has made it through 116 years.

Feedback from the Ukelele Night

We raised £290.37 on the night of the December event c/o generous donations and
the raffle (several prizes provided by the Foodbank). The audience and band all had a
good time. Several audience members were up and dancing.

This means that in 2025, including the previous concert, we have raised a grand total
of £877 for the Foodbank.

Well done WTBC and the Blanket Town Ukes.

Wednesday Short Mat Triples League

Our topsy-turvy Wednesday league continues to surprise on a weekly basis! We
currently have a log jam at the top of the table, with Allsorts, Witney Houston and
Tail Enders sharing the lead on 25 points, closely followed by Little Lambs on 24
points and Dark Side of the Loom on 23 points. This could all change on Wednesday...
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West Oxfordshire Evening League

The evening league is very competitive this year. Witney Mills Weavers top the table
on 82 points, followed by Charlbury Cedars on 77 and Charlbury Oaks on 75. Witney
Towns Rams follow on 71, WT Canaries on 69 and WT Red Kites on 68.

West Oxfordshire Afternoon League

Wootton Braves are continuing their unbeaten start to the season, undefeated in
their 12 games and with 89 points. WT Hawks and WT Vultures are in 4™ and 5t
places, both on 50 points.

Mixed Short Mat Singles Competition

All of the second round matches should have now been completed; players in the
third round are reminded that their matches must be played by 15 February. When
the four semi finalists are determined, a mutually acceptable date will be chosen so
that the semis and finals can all be played on the same day. Members will be
informed in advance so that the conclusion of this new competition can be enjoyed
by spectators.

Short Mat Pairs Competition

The first short mat pairs competition was held on Sunday 18 January. The winning
pairs in their respective groups were Ben & Jack Healy, and Brian Carter & Steve
Cleaver. After an enjoyable day of competitive bowling the overall winners were
Brian and Steve.

The second pairs competition is scheduled for Sunday 22 February. If you fancy
forming a partnership and throwing your hats into the ring then keep an eye open for
the sign up sheet that will appear on the Competitions notice board in a week or so.
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Dates for Your Diary

Quiz Night — Saturday 21 February 2026, 6:30 for 6:45 start. Our Quiz Night will
feature questions set by quizmaster Alan Scragg, and hosted by our very own Simon
Anstey. Tickets are £8.00 and include a hot one course meal. Please enter your team
(up to six members) on the sign up sheet in the Club — if you haven’t got a team but
would like to participate, add your name to the list and you’ll be accommodated.

Committee Notices

Bowls Indoor World Championships — many of you will already have tuned in
to this event. BBC coverage will begin on 19 January on BBC2 and the “Red
Button”. You can also see live and recorded matches on YouTube — try
searching for World Indoor Bowls Championships 2026”.

We are having the boiler serviced on Monday morning 26 January, and the fire
alarm serviced on Tuesday morning 3 February. Neither of these should
interfere with bowling activities.

If you have any queries or suggestions you’d like the Committee to address,
please speak to any Committee member. Meetings take place once a month.
In addition to the social evenings currently being organised by Lorna every 4
weeks, we’d like to utilise the clubhouse more by organising bowls evenings
for local organisations in our community, where they could enjoy bowling and
the bar. If you have any ideas of who to contact, or would like to help organise
one of these events (for your place of work, or an organisation you are active
in) please let someone from the Committee know.

100 Club
Congratulations to the December 2025 Winners

1st Prizes £100 Simon Owens
Dave Close
2nd Prizes £80 Maggie Miller

Peter Davidson

3rd Prizes £50 Micky Conrad-Banks

Peter Davidson

4th Prizes £45 Emily Cooper

Barbara Singh

5th Prizes £30 Dave Chambers

Simon Owens

Next draw will be at the roll up on Friday 30 January; with £305 in the prize pot.
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